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(54) Metal cutting inserts having superhard abrasive bodies and methods of making same 



(57) A metal cutting insert comprises a cemented 
carbide substrate and at least one body of superhard 
abrasive material, such as PCD or PCBN, bonded to an 
edge surface of the substrate and extending from one 
side surface to the other side surface of the substrate. 
There can be a plurality of superhard bodies disposed 
at respective corners of the substrate. The abrasive ma- 



terial is applied to the substrate in a container and then 
sintered and simultaneously bonded to the substrate by 
an elevated pressure/temperature step. Inserts can be 
made in rod form (i.e., in one piece) and then the rod 
can be transversely sliced into thin inserts; or the inserts 
can be made in separate pieces, with or without sepa- 
rators within the container. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to metal-cutting inserts having cutting edges formed of a superhard abrasive, such 

as polycrystalline cubic boron nitride (i.e., PCBN) or polycrystalline diamond (i.e., PCD) : for example, and a method 
of making same. 

Metal cutting inserts having cutting edges formed of PCD, are usually used for machining of non-ferrous alloys 
such as brass, magnesium and aluminium, and the like, whereas inserts with cutting edges formed of PCBN are usually 

10 used for machining of cast iron and hardened steel and the like. 

The inserts are made in two different ways : namely (i) by sintering, under elevated pressure and temperature, a 
PCBN or PCD material into a solid body that is finished to form the final insert shape, or (ii) by bonding a layer of PCBN 
or PCD, under elevated pressure and temperature to a substrate (usually a cemented carbide disc), from which smaller 
pieces (chips) are cut out. These chips are then brazed onto a regular cemented carbide insert and ground to the 

is finished size. Inserts are relatively expensive to produce in that way due to the many steps the product must undergo 
before it is finished. Also, usually only one or two superhard corners per insert are available. 

Disclosed in US 4,866,885 is a technique for making metal-cutting inserts wherein shallow recesses are formed 
in a surface of a cemented carbide substrate at locations spaced inwardly from an outer periphery of the substrate. 
Each recess is filled with hard abrasive particles such as PCD or cBN. The substrate and abrasive particles are then 

20 subjected to a sintering operation at elevated temperature and pressure conditions, whereupon the abrasive particles 
become sintered to each other and bonded to the cemented carbide body. The substrate is then severed along lines 
extending through the abrasive bodies to produce generally square cutting inserts having a cemented carbide substrate 
and abrasive cutting bodies on one side of the substrate. Among the shortcomings of such a procedure are that the 
insert has abrasive bodies on only one side. In order to provide such bodies on the other side, additional recesses 

25 would have to be formed on that side and filled with superhard abrasive material. Also, the wire cutting involves an 
additional processing step. 

It would, therefore, be desirable to increase the number of abrasive bodies on an insert in order to decrease the 
cost per cutting corner and to do so without unduly increasing the number of processing steps and overall cost of insert 
manufacture. 

30 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a metal cutting insert and methods for making the insert. The insert comprises a 
substrate having first and second side surfaces interconnected by an edge surface and a body of superhard abrasive 
35 material bonded to the edge surface and extending from the first side surface to the second side surface. 

Preferably, the first and second side surfaces are of polygonal shape such that the edge surface comprises a 
plurality of segments interconnected to form corners of the insert, with the superhard abrasive body being disposed at 
least at one of the corners. Most preferably, there is a body at more than one of the corners. 

The superhard abrasive bodies may be provided in a groove formed in the edge surface of the substrate and 
40 extending from the first side surface to the second side surface. 

The superhard abrasive material is preferably selected from a group comprising PCD and PCBN. The method of 
making the metal cutting insert involves causing the superhard abrasive material to be sintered together and simulta- 
neously bonded to the substrate inside a container under elevated pressure and temperature conditions. The substrate 
has first and second side surfaces interconnected by an edge surface. The superhard abrasive material is applied to 
45 the substrate so as to extend along the edge surface from the first side surface to the second side surface. 

The substrate may be in the form of an elongate rod which is sliced transversely into a plurality of inserts, each 
having a pair of opposite side surfaces interconnected by an edge surface, with the body extending from one side 
surface to the other. 

Alternatively, there could be provided in the container a plurality of substrates arranged one above the other. The 
50 substrates would be separated from one another by a separator. The substrates would be separated from the separator 
following the application of elevated temperature and pressure. 

The substrate within the container could be provided with holes spaced from the edge surface and extending 
therethrough from the first side surface to the second side surface. The holes would be filled with superhard abrasive 
material. Subsequent to the application of elevated temperature and pressure, a portion of the substrate would be 
55 removed to expose a portion of the superhard abrasive material extending from the first side surface to the second 
side surface. 

The substrates could be loaded into the container in a manner providing a space between the container and the 
edge surface of each substrate. The superhard abrasive material would be introduced into the space. 
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The container could be provided with a plurality of coplanar chambers. The substrates would be inserted into 
respective chambers and the elevated temperature and pressure would be applied to the chambers simultaneously. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

5 

The objects and advantages of the invention will become apparent from the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiments thereof in connection with the accompanying drawings in which like numeral designate like 
elements and in which: 

10 Figs. 1 A through 5 depict steps performed during the manufacture of an insert according to one embodiment of 

the invention: 

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of an alternate type of substrate that can be used in the invention; 
Figs. 7 and 8 are plan views of two alternative insert configurations, respectively; 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view through a sintering container depicting another type of substrate that can be used; 
is Figs. 1 0A and 1 0B depict steps involved in the forming of metal cutting inserts according to yet another embodiment 

of the invention: 

Figs. 11 A and 11 B depict steps involved in the formation of a metal cutting insert in accordance with still another 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 1 2 is a sectional view taken through a sintering container having coplanar chambers in accordance with another 
20 embodiment of the invention; 

Figs. 13A through 13C depict steps involved in the forming of a metal cutting insert according to another embod- 
iment of the invention; 

Fig. 1 4 is a plan view of a substrate to be made into an insert according to still another embodiment of the invention; 
and 

25 Fig. 15 is a side elevational view of a stack of inserts separated by separators in accordance with yet another >v? 

embodiment of the invention. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments of the Invention 

30 Depicted in Figs. 1 A through 5 are steps involved in the making of a first preferred embodiment of a metal cutting 

insert. A blank or substrate in the form of a circular disc 10 (preferably cemented carbide) is provided as shown in Fig. 
1 . The edge surface 12 of the substrate which interconnects the side surfaces 16, 18 thereof is provided with at least 
one longitudinal groove 14 extending along its entire length, i.e., from one side surface 16 to the other side surfaces 
1 8. The grooves 1 4 can be of any shape such as multi-sided or semi-circular as shown. Four such grooves are shown u., 

35 in Figs. 2A, 2B at 90° intervals. The substrate 10 is placed in a correspondingly shaped container 20 (Figs. 3A, 3B) 
and the grooves 14 are filled with a material 13 which includes superhard (ultrahard) abrasive particles (hereinafter 
referred to as an "abrasive particles") such as PCD (with a binder metal) or PCBN. The material 1 3 can be in the form 
of a loose powder or pre-pressed green compacts. The container 20 is then sealed and a conventional sintering 
operation is performed at elevated temperature and pressure conditions, whereupon the abrasive particles become 

40 bonded to each other and to the side walls of the grooves 1 4. 

Thereafter, the substrate 10 is removed from the container (see Fig. 4) and machined (preferably by grinding) 
along lines 26 to form an insert 24. 

It will be appreciated that the insert 24 has abrasive bodies extending for the entire thickness of the substrate, so 
those abrasive bodies are available for cutting at both side surfaces of the insert. In order to achieve a similar result 

45 with a conventional method (e.g., the method disclosed in the aforementioned Patent No. 4,866,885) wherein abrasive 
portions are formed in shallow recesses, it would be necessary to form eight separate recesses, rather than the four 
grooves of the present invention. Thus, the present invention provides significant savings in terms of manufacturing 
cost and effort. 

In metal-cutting tests performed on inserts made according to the present invention, the abrasive bodies functioned 
50 jn an acceptable manner while remaining adhered to the sides of the grooves 14. That is, the bonds formed between 
those sides and the abrasive bodies were able to withstand the forces imposed during a typical metal- cutting operation 
which would tend to shear the bodies from the substrate. 

In accordance with the present invention, the number of abrasive bodies and their location can be chosen in 
accordance with the type of insert that is to be produced. It would be preferable to provide as many abrasive bodies 
55 as possible to maximize the number of abrasive edges per insert. 

If desired, the substrate could be in the form of a cylindrical rod 10A as shown in Fig. 6. The recesses would be 
in the form of longitudinally elongated grooves 14A filled with a superhard abrasive particles. Following the sintering 
step, the substrate would be sliced along parallel planes P oriented perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the substrate 
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to form individual inserts. 

The inserts can be of any desired shape. For example, in Figs. 7 and 8, two insert embodiments 30A and 30B, 
respectively, are depicted each of which is of circular shape and has two abrasive bodies 30A' and 30B\ 

In lieu of providing a substrate with grooves or recesses for receiving abrasive particles, the substrate 32 could 
5 be dimensioned so that one or more segments 33 of the outer periphery thereof are spaced from opposing sides of 
the container 20 to form spaces 34 therewith as shown in Fig. 9. The spaces would be filled with a material 35 containing 
superhard abrasive particles and then the sintering step would be performed to form the insert 30B shown in Fig. 8. 

It may be desirable to sinter the insert directly into a required multi-corner shape. For example, depicted in Fig. 
1 0A is a rectangular substrate 40 disposed in a container 41 with recesses 42 formed at respective corners of the 
10 substrate, the recesses filled with superhard abrasive material 44. After sintering, there results an insert 46 as shown 
in Fig. 10B (with the corners ground smooth). This embodiment is presently less preferred, since during the sintering 
of a multi-cornered substrate within the container, the corners can act as stress risers that cause cracking. 

Another way to form abrasive bodies at the corners of an insert is depicted in Figs. 11 A and 11 B. The corner 
portions 70 of a cemented carbide substrate 72 are truncated and the resulting triangular spaces formed between the 
15 rod and container 20 are filled with the abrasive powder 74 (or pre-pressed green compacts) which are then subjected 
to high temperature and pressure conditions to form an insert 76. 

One way to make multiple inserts simultaneously involves placing substrates in the form of thin disks 80 in respec- 
tive coplanar chambers 82 of a container 84 (see Fig. 12). A plurality of separate inserts would thus be simultaneously 
formed in one container during the high temperature/high pressure procedure. This method can be used to form inserts 
20 of any desired shape, including round. 

Depicted in Figs. 1 3A-1 3C is another method embodiment wherein a cemented carbide substrate 90 has a plurality 
of holes 92 formed therein in a regular pattern, in any suitable manner, e.g., at the time of fabricating the substrate or 
thereafter. The holes extend completely through the substrate and are filled with abrasive material 93 (i.e., powder or 
compacts) and then the high temperature/high pressure sintering process is applied to the substrate within a container 
25 .(not shown). Thereafter, individual inserts 96 (see Fig. 1 3C) are cut from the substrate by wire EDM along the lines 94 
extending parallel to the holes 92, whereby the inserts have abrasive bodies 98 at the corners. 

The substrate 90 could be relatively thin, i.e., having a thickness equal to the insert thickness. Alternatively, the 
substrate 90 could be of greater thickness as shown in Fig. 1 3B, with wire EDM slicing being performed along the lines 
1 00, the lines 1 00 passing through the holes 92 perpendicular thereto. 
30 Instead of forming a solid substrate with holes as shown in Fig. 13A, a series of blanks having their corners cut 

off could be arranged against one another in coplanar fashion such that each hole shown in Fig. 13A would actually 
be formed by the cut-off corners of four blanks. 

Instead of utilizing a large substrate, as in. Fig. 13A, a smaller substrate 102 could be used (see Fig. 14) in which 
a plurality of holes 1 04 is formed completely through the substrate. Those holes 104 are spaced inwardly from an outer 
35 perimeter of the substrate and are filled with abrasive material prior to a high pressure/high temperature process. Then, 
the substrate 102 is cut by EDM wire, or machined, along lines 106 to form an insert profile similar to that shown in 
Fig. 1 3C. The substrate 1 02 could comprise a thin (wafer) substrate so as to form a single insert, or the substrate could 
comprise an elongated rod which is transversely sliced to form separate wafers prior to the machining or cutting along 
lines 106. 

40 One way of avoiding the need for slicing a substrate along transverse cut lines was disclosed in connection with 

Fig. 12, i.e., by arranging separate substrates in coplanar relationship. Yet another way is to provide separators 110 
between the individual blanks 1 1 2 of a stack of blanks, as shown in Fig. 1 5, which is otherwise based upon the method 
disclosed in connection with Figs. 1 A through 5. The separators 110, are formed of a material which will not bond to, 
or at least form only a relatively shallow bonding (reaction) zone with, the substrate and superhard abrasive. For ex- 

45 ample, the separators could be formed of Nb, Mo or Zr which could be removed by being dissolved chemically in 
caustic. The remaining shallow bonding zone could then be ground away. Alternatively, the separators could be formed 
of a material having a high melting temperature and low shear strength, such as NaCI, graphite, mica, talc, AL^, 
hexagonal boron nitride (HBN) for example. Due to the low shear strength, the separators can be broken off and the 
bonding zone machined away, as described above. The substrates 102 are introduced into a container (not shown) 

50 along with the separators 1 1 0. To load the container, each separator would be inserted once the grooves of a previously 
inserted substrate have been filled with abrasive material. 

It will be appreciated that the separators 110 can be used in connection with the methods disclosed earlier herein 
(except for the method disclosed in connection with Fig. 12). 

As noted earlier herein, the abrasive bodies employed in connection with the present invention can be applied to 

55 substrates (blanks) of any suitable shape or which are subsequently ground to a suitable shape (e.g., round, square 
or non-square rectangular, triangular, rhombic, trapezoidal, etc.), with or without a center hole. The abrasive bodies 
themselves can be of any shape and located anywhere on the insert as long as the cutting work of the finished insert 
would be performed essentially by the abrasive bodies. Although the abrasive bodies located at the corners are shown 
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as being symmetrical with respect to those corners, the bodies could instead be asymmetrically disposed with respect 
thereto. Abrasive bodies of the same or different shapes may be provided on the same insert. The abrasive bodies 
can, if desired, be reshaped (e.g., by grinding) after being bonded to the substrate. 

The abrasive powder preferably comprises PCD or PCBN particles mixed with other hard and wear-resistant con- 

s stituents such as carbides, nitrides, carbonitrides, oxides, borides of the metals of groups IVa to Via of the periodical 
system preferably Ti as known in the art. Particularly good results have been obtained with compositions of Megadia- 
mond grade MN90. The assembly is then subjected to conventional elevated temperatures and pressures for producing 
high pressure materials, e.g., as disclosed in U.S. Patents 4,991,467 and 5,115,697 (the disclosures of which are 
incorporated herein by reference), 

10 Since the cemented carbide substrate essentially does not take part in the cutting operation performed by the 

manufactured inserts, its composition is chosen such that it provides a good bond to the PCD or PCBN abrasive, is 
easy to grind and contains inexpensive components and has suitable fracture resistance. Preferably, a WC-Co ce- 
mented carbide having 10-20 % Co by weight, most preferably about 15-17%, is used. Particularly good results have 
been obtained with a grade of 1 6% Co. Instead of cemented carbide, titanium based carbonitrides (so-called cermets) 

is can be used. Inserts according to the invention can further be provided with thin wear resistant coatings preferably 
applied by conventional PVD or CVD methods. CVD coatings are normally deposited at about 950-1000 oC and PVD- 
coatings are preferably a TiN-layer deposited at about 500 °C using a titanium source and nitrogen atmosphere. A 
PVD-layer produced by this technique has compressive residual stresses. 

20 Example 1 

In a cylindrical rod-shaped cemented carbide blank with a diameter of about 22 mm with 16 % Co by weight, four 
grooves were equidistantly ground along the edge surface of the blank, each groove having an essentially semicircular 
cross section. The grooves were filled with a PCBN powder mixture (Megadiamond grade MN90) and then enclosed 
25 jn a container and sintered at high temperature and high pressure according to the process described in U.S. Patent 
5, 1 1 5,697. The blank was then ground at the ends and centerless ground and then ground to a square shape and cut 
transversely into slices about 5 mm thick. The slices were ground to form inserts of style SNGN 120408. Upon obser- 
vation, there seemed to be good contact between the PCBN and the cemented carbide blank. 

30 Example 2 

Inserts from Example 1 were tested in an interrupted turning operation under the following conditions:. 

Workpiece material: Grey cast iron 550125 
35 Speed: 400 rn/min 

Feed: 0.15/0.25/0.35 mm/rev 

Depth of cut: 1 mm 

Dry cutting 

40 The inserts were used for 280 passes without serious damage. The strength of the bond between PCBN and the 

cemented carbide blank withstood all passes. 

Example 3 

45 Example 2 was repeated using coolant and a cutting speed of 500 m/min. The strength of the bond between PCBN 

and the cemented carbide blank remained sufficient. 

Example 4 

so Example 2 was repeated but with a feed rate of 0.5 mm/rev with and without coolant. Two edges of the insert were 

tested and both were undamaged after 170 passes. They could have been further machined if desired. 

Example 5 

55 Example 3 was repeated with a 3 mm thick insert and feed rate 0.4 to 0.6 mm/rev wet or dry machining/ In the dry 

condition, the feed rate was increased from 0.4 to 0.5 mm/rev after 200 passes and then again to 0.6 mm/rev after 
400 passes. When the test was stopped after 600 passes the edge had clean, even flank wear no crater wear and no 
signs of chipping or other damage. 
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In the wet condition, the whole corner fractured after 383 passes at a feed rate of 0.4 mm/rev and after 186 passes 
at a feed rate of 0.6 mm/rev. In both cases the whole corner was destroyed. The fracture took place entirely within the 
PCBN body and not in the PCBN/cemented carbide joint, indicating that the bond is sufficient also in this case. 

It will be appreciated from the foregoing that the present invention enables metal cutting inserts to be manufactured 
having superhard abrasive bodies on both side surfaces of the inserts, in a relatively low-cost manner. The inserts thus 
exhibit very favourable cost per abrasive edge ratio and provide a maximum number of useful cutting edges. 

Although the present invention has been described in connection with preferred embodiments thereof, it will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that additions, deletions, modifications and substitutions not specifically described 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the appended claims. 

Claims 

1. A metal cutting insert comprising a substrate having first and second side surfaces interconnected by an edge 
'5 surface and a body of superhard abrasive material bonded to the edge surface and extending from the first side 

surface to the second side surface. 

2. The insert according to Claim 1 , wherein the first and second side surfaces are of polygonal shape such that the 
edge surface comprises a plurality of segments interconnected to form corners of the insert, the body disposed at 

20 least at one of the corners. 

3. The insert according to Claim 2 : wherein there is a body at each of the corners. 

4. The insert according to Claim 1 , wherein there is provided a plurality of the bodies : the bodies arranged in spaced 
25 relationship around the edge surface. 

5. The insert according to Claim 1 , wherein the edge surface of the substrate includes a groove extending from the 
first side surface to the second side surface, the body disposed in the groove. 

30 6. The insert according to Claim 5, wherein the groove is multi-sided. 

7. The insert according to Claim 5, wherein the groove is single-sided. 

8. The insert according to Claim 1 , wherein the first and second side surfaces are round. 

9. The insert according to Claim 1 , wherein the substrate comprises a cemented carbide. 

1 0. The insert according to Claim 9, wherein the superhard abrasive material is selected from a group comprising PCD 
and PCBN. 

11. A metal cutting insert comprising a substrate having first and second polygonally shaped side surfaces intercon- 
nected by an edge surface defining corners of the substrate and a plurality of bodies of superhard abrasive material 
bonded to the edge surface adjacent at least two of the corners and extending from the first side surface to the 
second side surface. 

12. The metal cutting insert according to Claim 11, wherein the substrate is formed of a cemented carbide. 

13. The metal cutting insert according to Claim 11, wherein the superhard abrasive material is selected from a group 
comprised of PCD and PCBN. 
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14. A method of making a metal-cutting insert, wherein a superhard abrasive material is sintered and simultaneously 
bonded to a substrate inside a container under elevated pressure and temperature conditions, the improvement 
wherein the substrate has first and second side surfaces interconnected by an edge surface and the superhard 
abrasive material is applied to the substrate to extend along the edge surface from the first side surface to the 

55 second side surface. 

15. The method according to Claim 14, the improvement further comprising bounding the superhard abrasive material 
within the container by the edge surface and a portion of the container situated opposite the edge surface. 
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1 6. The method according to Claim 1 4, the improvement further comprisin g introducing the superhard abrasive material 
into the container within a groove formed in the edge surface from the first side surface to the second side surface, 
whereby the superhard abrasive material is bounded by the groove and a portion of the container situated opposite 
the groove. 

17. The method according to Claim 14, the improvement further including removing from the container an element 
comprised of the substrate and a body of the superhard abrasive material bonded thereto and transversely slicing 
through the substrate and body to form from the element a plurality of inserts each having a pair of opposite side 
surfaces interconnected by an edge surface, with the body extending from one side surface to the other. 

18. The method according to Claim 14, the improvement further comprising providing in the container a plurality of 
the substrates arranged above one another, with superhard abrasive material applied to each substrate, separating 
the substrates from one another by a separator during the sintering step and separating the substrates from the 
separator following the sintering step. 



19. The method according to Claim 14, wherein the substrate has holes spaced from the edge surface and extending 
therethrough from the first side surface to the second side surface, the improvement further including filling the 
holes with the superhard abrasive material and subsequent to the application of elevated temperature and pres- 
sure, removing a portion of the substrate to expose a portion of the superhard abrasive material extending from 

20 the first side surface to the second side surface. 

20. The method according to Claim 19, wherein the removing step comprises machining. 

21. The method according to Claim 20, wherein the removing step is performed by wire EDM. 

25 

22. The method according to Claim 14, the improvement further comprising providing a space between the edge 
surface and the container the superhard abrasive material being introduced into the space. 

23. The method according to Claim 1 A, the improvement comprising providing the container with a plurality of coplanar 
30 chambers, inserting substrates into respective chambers and applying the elevated temperature and pressure to 

the chambers simultaneously. 

24. The insert according to claim 1 wherein said insert is coated with a PVD coating. 
35 25. The insert according to claim 1 wherein said insert is coated with a CVD coating. 
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